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Early one morning in February 1974 Elrod and his design associate Bill Raiser were driving to 

the office when their Fiat convertible was hit by a drunk driver, Both men were killed instantly, One 

of the projects they were working on at the time was a new house for Bob and Dolores Hope that 

Lautner had designed right above Elrod's, "The Hopes liked Arthur's house so much they built a 

larger versio'n," says Broderick, "They would come to tea every Thursday for meetings, But the first 

house burned down and they had to start again," 

Two years after Elrod died, Broderick. who still runs Arthur Elrod Associates, put the house on 

the market It went through various owners and alterations until a recent restoration by Steven Heisler 

of Beckson Associates in Los Angeles returned much of its original spirit • 

Above: The sequence of circles starts at the circular moior courl wall. 

178	 The roof is covered with plants; underneath are service areas, 

Right: The si:uy-joot living roomfZoats above the deserr, wilh a 220­

degree view of Ihe valley and lhe snow-capped San Jacinto Mountains, 
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